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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Do You Have a Free Will? In the Nutshell
video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UebSfjmQNvs
listening comprehension
1.  How does the video define free will, and why is this concept considered central to human life and society?
2.  What are the main differences between the determinist perspective and the emergent perspective on free will?
3.  Why does the video argue that quantum randomness does not necessarily provide a solution to the problem of free will?
4. What role does the idea of emergence play in defending the existence of free will?
5. How does the video reconcile the gap between subjective experience (feeling free) and objective reality (determinism or randomness)?

Vocabulary Tasksa. A basic idea that something is built on or depends on.
b.  The idea that all events are caused by previous events according to laws of nature.
c. Based on well-established or traditional reasoning.
d. The idea that events may happen without a predetermined cause.
e. Involving chance or likelihood rather than certainty.


Match the words with their definitions:
1. Determinism 
2. Probabilistic 
3. Indeterminism 
4. Classical argument 
5. Core assumption 
Why the Classical Argument Against Free Will Fails
shortened version of Mark Balaguer’s article
In recent years, some scientists have claimed that free will is an illusion. If true, this would challenge our sense of moral responsibility and personal choice. But before accepting this, it’s worth examining the classical argument against free will, which is based on determinism — the idea that every event is caused by prior events and the laws of nature.
Determinism implies that every decision we make, even something as simple as choosing ice cream, was predetermined from the Big Bang. The classical argument assumes determinism is true and concludes that we therefore cannot have free will.
However, modern physics challenges this assumption. Quantum mechanics shows that some events may be probabilistic, not strictly determined. While Einstein believed in hidden deterministic laws, Heisenberg and Bohr argued that at the quantum level, events can occur without a specific cause. The debate between determinism and indeterminism remains unresolved, meaning the classical argument against free will fails because its core assumption is unproven.
Contemporary critics have proposed new arguments:
1. Scientific argument: Psychological and neuroscientific studies suggest our decisions are determined by prior events.
2. Philosophical argument: Even if indeterminism is true, random decisions wouldn’t be “free” either.
Balaguer argues that neither argument successfully disproves free will. The question of whether our decisions are genuinely under our control remains open.

CAE reading Part 5: Multiple Choice Cloze
Choose the correct word or phrase (A, B, C, or D) to complete each sentence.
1. Some scientists have recently suggested that free will is ________.
A) absolute
B) an illusion
C) universal
D) irrelevant
2. Determinism is the idea that every event is caused by ________.
A) chance
B) human intention
C) prior events and laws of nature
D) randomness
3. According to determinism, even a simple decision, like choosing ice cream, was ________.
A) spontaneous
B) predetermined from the Big Bang
C) free from prior influence
D) morally irrelevant
4. Quantum mechanics challenges determinism because some events are ________.
A) predictable
B) probabilistic
C) predetermined
D) inevitable
5. Einstein disagreed with quantum indeterminacy because he believed that events should ________.
A) be probabilistic
B) happen for no reason
C) follow deterministic laws
D) be entirely random
6. The classical argument against free will fails because its main ________ is unproven.
A) conclusion
B) premise
C) hypothesis
D) observation
7. Scientific critics argue that our decisions are influenced by ________.
A) prior events
B) quantum uncertainty
C) absolute freedom
D) random luck
8. Philosophical critics claim that if decisions are random, they are ________.
A) still free
B) moral
C) not products of free will
D) predetermined



DEBATE QUESTIONS:
1.  Do you find the determinist argument (“you are an NPC”) convincing? Why or why not?
2. To what extent do you agree that emergent properties can have genuine causal power beyond the laws of physics?
3. If our choices are predetermined by physics, should we still hold people morally or legally responsible for their actions?
4. How might the belief (or disbelief) in free will affect how people behave in society?
5. Is the experience of having free will more important than whether free will exists in an absolute sense?

KEY
video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UebSfjmQNvs
listening comprehension
1.  How does the video define free will, and why is this concept considered central to human life and society?
A: The video defines free will as the ability to make one’s own decisions and influence the future through those choices. It is central because our ideas of morality, responsibility, justice, and even personal identity depend on the assumption that individuals have control over their actions.
2.  What are the main differences between the determinist perspective and the emergent perspective on free will?
A: The determinist perspective argues that every action is the inevitable result of physical laws acting on particles, meaning all choices are predetermined. In contrast, the emergent perspective claims that higher levels of complexity (such as the mind and consciousness) generate new properties, allowing us to act as autonomous decision-makers.
3.  Why does the video argue that quantum randomness does not necessarily provide a solution to the problem of free will?
A: Although quantum mechanics introduces randomness into physical processes, randomness does not equal freedom. If decisions are determined by random fluctuations, they are still not truly under our control. This means quantum uncertainty cannot secure genuine free will.
4. What role does the idea of emergence play in defending the existence of free will?
A: Emergence suggests that complex systems give rise to new properties that cannot be reduced to their parts. The mind, with its capacity for intention, reflection, and decision-making, may be such an emergent phenomenon. From this perspective, “you” as a conscious agent genuinely participate in shaping your actions, even if your body is made of particles.
5. How does the video reconcile the gap between subjective experience (feeling free) and objective reality (determinism or randomness)?
A: The video suggests that regardless of whether free will truly exists at the fundamental level, our subjective experience of making choices is meaningful and unavoidable. Even if determinism or randomness rules the universe, we still perceive ourselves as agents making decisions, and this perception is what matters in everyday life.

Vocabulary Tasksa. A basic idea that something is built on or depends on.
b. The idea that all events are caused by previous events according to laws of nature.
c. Based on well-established or traditional reasoning.
d. The idea that events may happen without a predetermined cause.
e. Involving chance or likelihood rather than certainty.


Match the words with their definitions:
6. Determinism - B
7. Probabilistic - E
8. Indeterminism - D
9. Classical argument - C
10. Core assumption - A

Answer Key – CAE Reading Part 1 Exercise
1. B) an illusion
The text states that some scientists claim free will is an illusion.
2. C) prior events and laws of nature
Determinism is defined as the idea that all events are caused by prior events and natural laws.
3. B) predetermined from the Big Bang
The text explains that determinism implies all decisions, even small ones, were predetermined from the universe’s beginning.
4. B) probabilistic
Quantum mechanics introduces probabilistic events, challenging strict determinism.
5. C) follow deterministic laws
Einstein believed that events should follow deterministic laws and not be random (“God doesn’t play dice”).
6. B) premise
The classical argument fails because its core assumption (determinism) is unproven.
7. A) prior events
Scientific critics argue that our decisions are influenced or determined by prior events, according to psychological and neuroscientific studies.
8. C) not products of free will
Philosophical critics claim that if decisions occur randomly, they cannot be considered free, as they are not under one’s control.
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